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Modi fi cation
to
Departnent of the Arnmy Permit Nunber 199404532
for the
Ever gl ades Construction Project

TO WHOM I T MAY CONCERN. This district is considering a nodification of
Department of the Army permt 199404532 pursuant to Section 404 of the
Clean Water Act (33 U S.C 1344) as described bel ow

PROJECT NAME. Stormmater Treatnent Area 3/4

PERM TTEE. South Florida Water Managenent District
3301 Gun d ub Road
West Pal m Beach, Florida 33406

WATERWAY & LOCATI ON. The Evergl ades, Pal m Beach County, Fl ori da.

BACKGROUND. Stormnvat er Treatment Area 3/4 (STA 3/4) is one of the
components of the Evergl ades Construction Project (ECP). The ECP

is mandated by the Evergl ades Forever Act (Florida Statutes Section
373.4S92) and is one part of an overall effort ained toward neeting
the State's long-termrestoration objectives for the Evergl ades.
STA 3/4 was included in the South Florida Water Managenent
District's original application for a Department of the Arny Permt
for the ECP on which coments were requested by Public Notice dated
Oct ober 24, 1995. STA 3/4 was included in the Programmtic

Envi ronnental |npact Statement (PEIS) for the entire ECP, rel eased
in Septenber 1996. The PEIS described the footprint based on the
CGeneral Design Menorandum prepared by Burns and McDonnel | dated
April 1996. This plan, in turn, is based on the Conceptual Design
fromthe Technical Mediation Goup. This group was fornmed to

negoti ate and nedi ate i ssues surroundi ng the Evergl ades Surface

Wat er | nprovenent and Managenent Plan and related litigation. The
Department of the Arnmy Permt 199404532 was issued to the South

Fl ori da Water Managenent District (SFWD) on March 13, 1997. The
permt authorized the placenent of fill for |evees, canals, contro
structures, and punp stations for several conponents of the ECP but
did not include authorization STA 3/4 based on a recognition that
STA 3/4 may be nodified in |ight of other ongoing planning
activities. The process to finalize the STA 3/4 design was

descri bed by Public Notice dated Decenmber 30, 1998, including the
list of concerns to be included in the analysis of alternative




desi gns. The SFWWD has since prepared the alternatives anal ysis.
The purpose of this notice is to request conments on whether to
nodi fy the permt to authorize the recommended al ternative.

AVAI LABI LI TY OF SFWWD ALTERNATI VE ANALYSI S. The docunent can be

downl oaded from http://ww..sfwnd. gov/ org/ erd/ webboard/i ndex. ht n
(docunent is titled Stormmater Treatnment Area 3/4 Task Reports). The
anal ysis presents several physical configurations. One is the
footprint fromthe Conceptual Design (designated C-1 in the analysis).
Another is fromthe General Design Menorandum (designated C-3),
generally the one shown by the PEIS. A third (designated C3) forns
the basis for the reconmended alternative. The anal ysis considers two
inflow and distribution alternatives and six outflow and distribution
alternatives. The recomended alternative, designated C2-1-1,

provi des an effective treatnent area of 16,660 acres but includes the
followi ng differences fromthe PEIS configuration: (1) the north
boundary of the STA (marked by the inflow distribution canal) is noved
north approximtely 5/6 mle; (2) the degradation of the south |evee
L-5 and construction of structures G378 and G380 in the canal L-5
are deferred, therefore the water discharging fromthe STA will not
flowinto the northern perinmeter of Water Conservation Area 3 (the
"Hydropattern Restoration for WCA 3 East" conponent of the ECP) and
instead will return to the North New River Canal imedi ately upstream
of S-7; (3) canal L-5 along the southern perineter of the Holey Land
will be enlarged west to Punp S-8 to transfer STA 3/4 discharges that
exceed the capacity of Punp S-7; (4) the existing agricultural canals
the align transversely to the primary flow direction will not be
filled to maintain them as redistribution zones within the STA; (5)
the interior cell configurations (the PEIS describes 'Live treatnent
cells separated by interior levees) will not be detailed unti

determ nation of the configuration is nmade during the fornulation
phase of the design; (6) a collection canal is added at the southern
perineter of the STA but imediately north of the Florida Power and
Li ght right-of-way, both ends connecting to canal L-5; and, (7) the
capacities of the punp stations that transfer water into the STA are
i ncreased (Punp Station G 370 on the North New River Canal is
increased from1,860 to 2,170 cubic feet per second and Punp Station
G 372 on the Mam Canal, from 3,640 to 3670 cubic feet per second).

PROPOSED WORK. Pl acenent of fill related to construction of: |evees,
seepage collection canals and return punps to flood certain
agricultural and other lands to provide an treatnent area of

approxi mately 16,660 acres; Punp Station G 370 (on the North New River
Canal ), Punp Station G 372 (on the Mam Canal) and inflow

di stribution canals and control structures along the northern




perinmeter of the treatnment area; a collection canal and structures
al ong the southern perineter of the treatnent area to discharge
flows into existing Canal L-5; w dening of Canal L-5 along the
sout hern perineter of the Hol ey Land.

PUBLI C HEARI NG Any person may request a public hearing. The
request nust be submtted in witing to the District Engineer

wi thin the designated comment period of this notice and nust state
the specific reasons for requesting the public hearing.

ENDANGERED SPECI ES. For the original permt, the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service agreed with the Corps determ nation that the
project is not likely to adversely affect any threatened or
endanger ed speci es, contingent upon inplenentation of certain
protection nmeasures and conservati on recomrendati ons for the
Eastern indi go snake, wood stork, and snail kite. The Corps has
made an initial determ nation that none of the proposed changes
will affect the previous determ nation.

PERM T EXPI RATI ON. No change in the expiration date.

CULTURAL RESOURCES. The original permt provides certain
protections related to three identified sites. The proposals
herein do not change those protections.

| MPACTS ON NATURAL RESOURCES. Coordination with the U S. Fish and
WIldlife Service, Environnmental Protection Agency, the National
Marine Fisheries Service, and other Federal, State, and |ocal
agenci es, environnental groups, and concerned citizens generally
yields pertinent environnental information that is instrunental in
determ ning the inpact the proposed action will have on the natural
resources of the area. By nmeans of this notice, we are soliciting
addi tional comments on the potential effects of the project on

t hreat ened or endangered species or their habitat.

EVALUATI ON. The deci sion whether to issue a nodification to the
permt wll be based on an eval uation of the probabl e inpact

i ncludi ng cumul ative inpacts of the proposed activity on the public
interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both
protection and utilization of inportant resources. The benefit

whi ch reasonably may be expected to accrue fromthe proposal nust
be bal anced against its reasonably foreseeable detrinents. Al
factors which nay be relevant to the proposal will be considered

i ncluding the cunul ative effects thereof; anong those are
conservation, econom cs, aesthetics, general environnental
concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife val ues,
fl ood hazards, floodplain values, |and use, navigation, shoreline




erosi on and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservati on,
wat er quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production,

m neral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in
general, the needs and wel fare of the people.

COVIVENTS. The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comrents fromthe
public, Federal, Indian Tribes, State, and | ocal agencies and
officials and other interested parties in order to consider and
eval uate the inpacts of this proposed activity. Any conments
received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determ ne
whether to nodify the permt. To nake this decision, coments are
used to assess inpacts on endangered species, historic properties,
wat er quality, general environnental effects, and the other public
interest factors |isted above.

SUBM SSI ON OF COMMVENTS. All comments should be submitted in witing
to the District Engineer at the above address not |ater than January
17, 2000. If you have any questions, you may contact Bob Barron of
this office, tel ephone (904) 232-2203, or by electronic mail at
robert.b. barron@sace.arny. m| .
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